
Risk-Based Regulation as a Model of Control in the South African Meat
Industry

Authors : R. Govender, T. C. Katsande, E. Madoroba, N. M. Thiebaut, D. Naidoo
Abstract : South African control over meat safety is managed by the Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
(DAFF). Veterinary services department in each of the nine provinces in the country is tasked with overseeing the farm and
abattoir segments of the meat supply chain. Abattoirs are privately owned. The number of abattoirs over the years has
increased. This increase has placed constraints on government resources required to monitor these abattoirs. This paper
presents empirical research results on the hygienic processing of meat in high and low throughout abattoirs. This paper
presents a case for the adoption of risk-based regulation as a method of government control over hygiene and safe meat
processing at abattoirs in South Africa. Recommendations are made to the DAFF regarding policy considerations on risk-based
regulation as a model of control in South Africa.
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