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Abstract : Although the Akkuyu nuclear power project has been in the planning the Akkuyu nuclear power plant in the Mersin
Province of Southern Turkey, recent events have increased its visibility in the Turkish debate. The Fukushima accident, the
2010 nuclear deal with Russia followed by several consequent nuclear revelations of administrative deficiencies, and waste
issues all spurted widespread protests across Turkey and have polarized the nation into two camps; supporters and detractors.
Those who support a nuclear Turkey include energy entrepreneurs, local investors, and technical experts who are heavily
involved in paving the way for the realization of a nuclear project. Civil society activists and environmentalists overwhelmingly
oppose the nuclear program. This study focuses on the latter, analyzing how groups opposing nuclear power plants (NPPs)
have framed the Akkuyu nuclear project as a dangerous, risky, disadvantageous, and irrational policy choice.
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