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Abstract : Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs) are most predominant among the poor and rural populations and are endemic
in 149 countries. These diseases are the most prevalent and responsible for infecting 1.4 billion people worldwide. There are
17 neglected tropical diseases recognized by WHO that constitute the fourth largest disease health and economic burden of all
communicable diseases. Five of these 17 diseases are considered for the cost analysis of this paper: lymphatic filariasis,
onchocerciasis,  trachoma,  schistosomiasis,  and  soil  transmitted  helminth  infections.  WHO has  proposed  a  roadmap for
eradication and elimination by 2020 and treatments have been donated through the London Declaration by pharmaceutical
manufacturers. The paper estimates the cost of NTD control programme and elimination for each NTD disease and total in
Nigeria. This is necessary as it forms the bases upon which programme budget and expenditure could be based. Again, given
the opportunity cost the resources for NTD face it is necessary to estimate the cost so as to provide bases for comparison. Cost
of NTDs control and elimination programme is estimated using the population at risk for each NTD diseases and for the total.
The population at risk is gotten from the national master plan for the 2015 - 2020, while the cost per person was gotten for
similar studies conducted in similar settings and ranges from US$0.1 to US$0.5 for Mass Administration of Medicine (MAM)
and between US$1 to US$1.5 for each NTD disease. The combined cost for all the NTDs was estimated to be US$634.88 million
for the period 2015-2020 and US$1.9 billion for each NTD disease for the same period. For the purpose of sensitivity analysis
and for robustness of the analysis the cost per person was varied and all were still high. Given that health expenditure for
Nigeria (% of GDP) averages 3.5% for the period 1995-2014, it is very clear that efforts have to be made to improve allocation
to the health sector in general which is hoped could trickle to NTDs control and elimination. Thus, the government and the
donor partners would need to step-up budgetary allocation and also to be aware of the costs of NTD control and elimination
programme since they have alternative uses. Key Words: Neglected Tropical Disease, Cost Analysis, NTD Programme Control
and Elimination, Cost per Person
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