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Abstract : Greece finds itself in challenging times, facing a severe economic slowdown since 2009. Despite the fact that
Greece is in the epicenter of the global interest, to the best of our knowledge there is no extend research on how the crisis has
affected the Greek environment (directly and indirectly), the past years. Thus, the present study aims to fill the aforementioned
research gap by examining a number of environmental indicators related with air emissions, waste, water and energy. Our
results indicate that the crisis affected the Greek environment in both positive and negative ways. For Greece, the main
challenge is to recover from the present economic recession as soon as possible, but not at any cost to the environment. In this
context, this research unfolds the interrelation between the economic and the environmental crisis and suggests a sustainable
restructuring of the Greek economy.
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