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Abstract : Non-governmental organizations in Saudi Arabia play a vital role in promoting humanitarian development. Though
this paper will emphasize this role and will provide a specific case study on the role of Prince Mohammad Bin Fahd Foundation
for Humanitarian Development, yet many organizations do not provide transparent information for the accomplishments of the
NGOs. This study will  provide answers to the main research question regarding this role that NGOs play in promoting
humanitarian development. The recent law regulating associations and foundations in Saudi Arabia was issued in December
2015 and went into effect March 2016. Any new association or foundation will need to follow these regulations. Though the
registration, implementation, and workflow of the organizations still  need major improvement and development, yet,  the
currently-registered  organizations  have  several  notable  achievements.  Most  of  these  organizations  adopt  a  centralized
administration approach which in many cases still hinders progress and may be an obstacle in achieving and reaching a larger
population of beneficiaries. A large portion of the existing organizations are charities, some of which have some sort of
government affiliation. The laws and regulations limit registration of new organizations. Any violations to Islamic Sharia,
contradictions to public order, breach to national unity, foreign and foreign-affiliation organizations prohibits any organization
from registration. The lack of transparency in the operations and inner-working of NGOs in Saudi Arabia is apparent for the
public. However, the regulations invoke full transparency with the governing ministry. This transparency should be available to
the public and in specific to the target population that are eligible to benefit from the NGOs services. In this study, we will
provide an extensive review of all related laws, regulations, policies and procedures related to all NGOs in the Eastern Province
of Saudi Arabia. This review will include some examples of current NGOs, services and target population. The study will
determine the main accomplishments of reputable NGOs that have impacted positively the Saudi communities. The results will
highlight  and  concentrate  on  actions,  services  and  accomplishments  that  achieve  sustainable  assistance  in  promoting
humanitarian development and advance living conditions of target populations of the Saudi community. In particular, we will
concentrate on a case study related to PMFHD; one of the largest foundations in the Eastern Province of Saudi Arabia. The
authors have access to the data related to this foundation and have access to the foundation administration to gather, analyze
and conclude the findings of this group. The study will also analyze whether the practices, budgets, services and annual
accomplishments of the foundation have fulfilled the humanitarian role of the foundation while meeting the governmental
requirements, with an analysis in the light of the new laws. The findings of the study show that great accomplishments for
advancing and promoting humanitarian development in Saudi community and international communities have been achieved.
Several examples will be included from several NGOs, with specific examples from PMFHD.
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