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Abstract : Health institutions are the places where fast and efficient decisions are required and mistakes and uncertainties are
not tolerated due to the urgency of the services provided within the body of these institutions. Thus, in those institutions where
patient care services are targeted to be provided quality and safety, the nurses attending the decisions, creating the solutions
for problems, taking initiative and bearing the responsibility of results in brief having the control over practices are needed.
Control over nursing practices is defined as affecting the employment and work environment at the unit level of the institution,
perceived freedom for organizing and evaluating nursing practices, the ability to make independent decisions about patient
care and accountability for the results of such decisions. This study scrutinizes the concept of control over nursing practices
(organizational autonomy), which is frequently confused with other concepts (autonomy) in the literature, by reviewing the
literature and making suggestions to improve nurses’ control over nursing practices.
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