
A Postcolonial View Analysis on the Structural Rationalism Influence in
Indonesian Modern Architecture

Authors : Ryadi Adityavarman
Abstract : The study is an analysis by using the postcolonial theoretical lens on the search for a distinctive architectural
identity  by architect  Maclaine Pont in Indonesia in the early twentieth century.  Influenced by progressive architectural
thinking and enlightened humanism at the time, Pont applied the fundamental principles of Structural Rationalism by using a
creative combination of traditional Indonesian architectural typology and innovative structural application. The interpretive
design strategy also  celebrated creative  use  of  local  building materials  with  sensible  tropical  climate  design response.
Moreover, his holistic architectural scheme, including inclusion of local custom of building construction, represents the notion
of Gesamkunstwerk. By using such hybrid strategy, Maclaine Pont intended to preserve the essential cultural identity and
vernacular architecture of the indigenous. The study will chronologically investigate the evolution of Structural Rationalism
architecture philosophy of Viollet-le-Duc to Hendrik Berlage’s influential design thinking in the Dutch modern architecture, and
subsequently to the Maclaine Pont’s innovative design in Indonesia. Consequently, the morphology analysis on his exemplary
design works of ITB campus (1923) and Pohsarang Church (1936) is to understand the evolutionary influence of Structural
Rationalism theory. The postmodern analysis method is to highlight the validity of Pont’s idea in the contemporary Indonesian
architecture within the culture of globalism era.
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