
The Ancient Port of Gaza 'Anthedon' and Relationship with Mediterranean
Basin Ports

Authors : Ayman Hassouna
Abstract : Gaza was famous in the history of trade, because it lies at the end of overland trade route, then the goods
transferred by Gazzian merchants to different places around the Mediterranean, so it is described as ‘Mediterranean port of
Arabs’, but Gaza is not located directly at the sea shore, so it is fortified by two ports: the first is Anthedon, and second is
Maiomas. It is possible to dig in Anthedon but it is too difficult to do that in Maiomas because the site is full of modern
buildings. Archaeological excavations at Anthedon's port provided us much archaeological and historical information about
cooperation between Anthedon's port and different places at the Mediterranean basin. This research speaks about the roots of
Anthedon's name, and it is related with other names in Greek land, by use different dictionaries language, and produce
historical introduction were covering the ages beginning from the Iron Age to Greek, Roman and Byzantine periods. Then the
study reviewed the most important architectural discoveries in the site, and highlighted the relationship with the civilizations'
ports of the Mediterranean basin by studying number of artefacts pottery were imported from different places as Cyprus,
Greece, Italy, North Africa, Carthage and Tripoli workshops. On the other hand, the archaeologists discovered some of local
pottery made in Gaza at different sites on the Mediterranean basin which confirms the relationship of Gaza merchants with
those areas. At the end of this study, there are some conclusions and recommendations about the site.
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