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Abstract : Blog assisted language learning (BALL) has been trialed by educators in language teaching with the development of
Web 2.0 technology. Understanding the development trend of related research helps grasp the whole picture of the use of blog
in language education. This paper reviews current research related to blogs enhanced language learning based on bibliometric
analysis, aiming at (1) identifying the most frequently used keywords and their co-occurrence, (2) clustering research topics
based on co-citation analysis, (3) finding the most frequently cited studies and authors and (4) constructing the co-authorship
network. 330 articles were searched out in Web of Science, 225 peer-viewed journal papers were finally collected according to
selection criteria. Bibexcel and VOSviewer were used to visualize the results. Studies reviewed were published between 2005
to 2016, most in the year of 2014 and 2015 (35 papers respectively). The top 10 most frequently appeared keywords are
learning, language, blog, teaching, writing, social, web 2.0, technology, English, communication. 8 research themes could be
clustered by co-citation analysis: blogging for collaborative learning, blogging for writing skills, blogging in higher education,
feedback via blogs, blogging for self-regulated learning, implementation of using blogs in classroom, comparative studies and
audio/video blogs. Early studies focused on the introduction of the classroom implementation while recent studies moved to the
audio/video blogs from their traditional usage. By reviewing the research related to BALL quantitatively and objectively, this
paper  reveals  the  evolution  and development  trends  as  well  as  identifies  influential  research,  helping researchers  and
educators quickly grasp this field overall and conducting further studies.
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