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Abstract : This study investigates demographic and socio-economic factors of breastfeeding practice, including exclusively
breastfeeding among children in Thailand using the Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS3 and MICS4). Logistic regression
models  were  used  to  examine  the  determinants  of  initial  breastfeeding,  exclusively  breastfeeding,  and  predominant
breastfeeding, using data from women and children section of the survey. For initial breastfeeding, women live in rural area
were more likely to start breastfeeding within one day of birth rather than who live in urban area in both round of the surveys.
In year 2012, there were significantly higher probabilities of women in rural area started breastfeeding within one hour of birth
compare to urban area. Women in southern Thailand have higher probabilities of start breastfeeding within one hour and one
day than women in Bangkok and central region. During the year 2005-2006, children aged less than 5 years old lived in rural
area have been breastfed higher than children in urban area. Children live in the northeast region were more likely to have
been breastfed than the other regions. Only the second wealth quintile group was significant higher probability of ever been
breastfed than the poorest group. The findings in the second round of the survey are different from the year 2005-06. In 2012,
there was no difference in probability of ever been breastfed among children live in urban and rural area, children in Bangkok
and central region were less probability of ever been breastfed than the others.
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