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Abstract : This paper explores the impacts of adult child migration on the health of elderly parents left behind. The maternal
and children health are a priority of health-related policy in most low and middle-income country, and so there is lack of
evidence on the health of older population particularly in Indonesia. With increasing life expectancy and limited access to social
security and social services for the elderly in this country, the consequences of increasing number of out-migration of adult
children to parent health are important to investigate. This study use Indonesia Family Life Survey (IFLS), the only large-scale
continuing longitudinal socioeconomic and health survey that based on a sample of households representing about 83 percent
of the Indonesian population in its first wave. Using four waves of IFLS including the recent wave of 2014, several indicators of
the self-rated health status, interviewer-rated health status and days of illness are used to estimate the impact of labour out-
migration of adult children on parent health status. Incorporate both individual fixed effects to control for unobservable factors
in migrant and non-migrant households and the ordered response of self-rated health, this study apply the ordered logit of
“Blow-up and Cluster” (BUC ) estimator. The result shows that labour out-migration of adult children significantly improves the
self-rated health status of the elderly parent left behind. Findings of this study are consistent with the view that migration
increases family resources and contribute to better health care and nutrition of the family left behind.
Keywords : aging, migration, panel data, self-rated health
Conference Title : ICHE 2017 : International Conference on Health Economics
Conference Location : London, United Kingdom
Conference Dates : June 28-29, 2017

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Economics and Management Engineering

Vol:11, No:06, 2017

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 E
co

no
m

ic
s 

an
d 

M
an

ag
em

en
t E

ng
in

ee
rin

g 
Vo

l:1
1,

 N
o:

06
, 2

01
7 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/6
58

38
/p

df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 11(06) 2017 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/65838/pdf

