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Abstract : The purpose of this paper is to present a classification of Lean models which aims to capture all the concepts
related to this approach and thus facilitate its implementation. This classification allows the identification of the most relevant
models according to several dimensions. From this perspective, we present a review and an analysis of Lean models literature
and we propose dimensions for the classification of the current proposals while respecting among others the axes of the Lean
approach, the maturity of the models as well as their application domains. This classification allowed us to conclude that
researchers essentially consider the Lean approach as a toolbox also they design their models to solve problems related to a
specific environment. Since Lean approach is no longer intended only for the automotive sector where it was invented, but to
all fields (IT, Hospital, ...), we consider that this approach requires a generic model that is capable of being implemented in all
areas.
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