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Abstract : Background: The objective of the present study was to identify factors associated with vaccination against Hepatitis
B virus (HBV) among healthcare workers (HWs) in the University Hospital Center (UHC) Farhat Hached Sousse, Tunisia.
Methods: We conducted a descriptive cross-sectional study all licensed physicians (n= 206) and a representative sample of
paramedical staff (n= 372) exercising at UHC Hached Sousse (Tunisia) during two months (January and February 2014). Data
were  collected  using  a  self-administered  and  pre-tested  questionnaire,  which  composed  by  21  questions.  In  order  to
determinate factors associated with vaccination against hepatitis B among HWs, this questionnaire was based on the Health
Belief  Model,  one of the most classical  behavior theories.  Logistic regression with the stepwise method of Hosmer and
Lemeshow was used to identify the determinants of the use of vaccination against HBV. Results: The response rates were
79.8%. Fifty two percent believe that HBV is frequent in our healthcare units and 60.6% consider it a severe infection. The
prevalence of  HWs vaccination was 39%, 95% CI [34.49%; 43.5%].  In multivariate analysis,  determinants of  the use of
vaccination against HBV among HWs were young age (p=10-4), male gender (p = 0. 006), high or very high importance
accorded to health (p = 0.035), perception membership in a risk group for HBV infection (p = 0.038) and very favorable or
favorable opinion about vaccination against HVB (p=10-4). Conclusion: The results of our study should be considered in any
strategy for preventing VHB infection in HWs. In the mean time, coverage with standard vaccines should be improved also by
supplying complete information on the risks of VHB infection and on the safety and efficacy of vaccination.
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