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Abstract : Introduction: Ever since the ancient times, rape and other sexual offences are considered to be heinous crimes.
Rape is not just another word in the dictionary, but it is the most barbaric act of violence committed with sex being the
weapon. Rape is among the highest forms of crime experienced by women and children in all sectors of the society. In recent
years, there has been an alarming rise in ratio of rape in India. The burden of such crimes on the society is very huge. The
venereal diseases are the worst consequence along with unwanted pregnancies. Aims and Objectives: To determine the socio-
demographic profile of the survivors of sexual offences reported to Dept. of Forensic Medicine of a South Indian medical
college. Material methods: This retrospective study was conducted in the Department of Forensic Medicine of Raichur Institute
of Medical Sciences, Raichur, Karnataka, India. Only survivors of sexual offences cases were included in the study group.
Examination of all survivors was carried out by doctors of the said Department. Study period is one year six months, January
2015 to June 2016. Results/ case history: In total 140 cases of sexual offences were examined during study period of which the
total survivors accounted to 62.85% i.e. 88 cases. Of the 88 survivors, 61 (69.31%) were registered under POCSO Act. The
most affected age group of victims was 10-18 years in 59 (67%) cases. 61% were in acquaintance with the assailants, 18% were
classmates/ friends, 13% of accused were Family members/ Relatives, 8% were strangers. 85% of the survivors were hailing
from rural setup, while 15% were from urban. 60.65% of the survivors were students, 37.7% were doing Coolie/ Agricultural
works. Conclusion: Delay in reporting of cases resulted in loss of vital physical evidences as no concrete report could be
generated from the forensic lab after examination of specimens thus there should be coordination among doctors, forensic
experts and investigating agency. It is worth mentioning that though a large number of cases of sexual offences are reported as
rape many among them are consented acts and hence definite evidence of forceful sexual intercourse is lagging.
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