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Abstract : The segregation of populations is one of the main axes in the research of urban geography, which refers to the
spatial and functional relationships between settlements. In Israel, this phenomenon has its unique expression in the spatial
processes concerning the ultra-orthodox population. This population holds a set of interactions within itself as well as with the
non-orthodox surrounding population because of historical and contemporary motivations on its which strength depends on its
homogeneousness and separation. Its demographic growth rate and the internal social processes that the ultra-orthodox
society undergoes create a new image of the ultra-orthodox concentration and its location in the Israeli space. The goals of the
present study have also been defined with the express intention of filling the scholarly vacuum noted above: firstly, to discuss
the development of the Israeli ultra-Orthodox sector’s hierarchical and spatial structure as of 2015, in light of the principles
and mechanisms that guide it and vis-a-vis the general population’s hierarchical locality system; secondly, to map Israel’s ultra-
Orthodox population, with attention to its physical boundaries, its subdivisions (Hassidic, Lithuanian, Sephardic) and the
geographical and demographic processes that have characterized it in recent years; and thirdly, to shed light on the
interactions between ultra-Orthodox localities via several different parameters, e.g. migration, education, transportation,
employment, consumerism and community services. In order to understand the changes in ultra-Orthodox geographic
distribution and the social processes that these changes have generated, a number of research activities were conducted
during the course of this study— notably, gathering and assembling material from earlier academic studies, newspaper
advertisements, state and private archives; in-depth interviews with major figures in the ultra-Orthodox community and others
who come into contact with it; tours of the core areas of ultra-Orthodox settlement; and gathering quantitative and qualitative
data from the statistical reports of governmental and other bodies. In addition, a multi-participant (2400-respondent)
quantitative survey was conducted among residents of the new ultra-Orthodox cities, designed to elucidate the attributes and
spatial attitudes of the residents— as a means of tracing and understanding this new settlement pattern within ultra-Orthodox
space. A major portion of the quantitative and qualitative material was processed to form a system of maps that visually
describe the distribution of Israel’s ultra-Orthodox population.
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