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Abstract : Chongqing is located in southwest China and is becoming one of the most significant cities in the world. Its urban
territories and metropolitan-related areas have one of the largest urban populations in China and are partitioned and shaped
by two of the biggest and longest rivers on Earth, the Yangtze and Jialing Rivers, making Chongqing a megalopolis intersected
by rivers. Historically, Chongqing City enjoyed fundamental connections with its rivers; however, current urban development of
Chongqing City has lost effective integration of the riverbanks within the urban space and structural dynamics of the city.
Therefore, there exists a critical lack of physical and urban space conjoined with the rivers, which diminishes the economic,
tourist, and environmental development of Chongqing. Using multi-scale satellite-map site verification the study confirmed the
hypothesis and urban-waterside disconnect. Collected data demonstrated that the Chongqing urban zone, an area of 5292
square-kilometers and a water front of 203.4 kilometers, has only 23.49 kilometers of extension (just 11.5%) with high-quality
physical and spatial urban-waterside connection. Compared with other metropolises around the world, this figure represents a
significant lack of spatial development along the rivers, an issue that has not been successfully addressed in the last 10 years of
urban development. On a macro scale, the study categorized the different kinds of relationships between the city and its
riverbanks. This data was then utilized in the creation of an urban-waterfront relationship map that can be a tool for future city
planning decisions and real estate development. On a micro scale, we discovered there are three primary elements that are
causing the urban-waterside disconnect: extensive highways along the most dense areas and city center, large private real
estate developments that do not provide adequate riverside access, and large industrial complexes that almost completely lack
riverside utilization. Finally, as part of the suggested strategies, the study concludes that the most efficient and practical way
to improve this situation is to follow the historic master-planning of Chongqing and create connective nodes in critical urban
locations along the river,  a strategy that has been used for centuries to handle the same urban-waterside relationship.
Reviewing and implementing this strategy will allow the city to better connect with the rivers, reducing the various impacts of
disconnect and urban transformation.
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