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Abstract : Appropriate language use has been central and critical in advancing education and human rights for women and
girls in many countries the world over. Unfortunately, these lofty aims have often been violated by rural Igbo-Nigerians as they
use stereotyping and dehumansing language in their cultural songs against women and girls. The psychological impact of the
songs has a significant negative impact on education, human rights, quality of life, and opportunities for many rural Igbo-
women and girls  in  Nigeria.  This  study,  therefore,  examines  the  forms,  shades,  and  manifestations  of  derogatory  and
stereotypical language against women and girls the Igbo cultural songs; and how they impede education and human rights for
females  in  Nigeria.  Through  Critical  discourse  analysis  (CDA)  of  data  collected  via  recording,  the  study  identifies
manifestations of women and girls’ stereotypes such as subjugations, male dominance, inequality in gender roles, suppression,
and oppression, and derogatory use of the language against women and girls in the Igbo cultural songs. This study has a great
promise of alerting the issues of derogatory and stereotypical language in songs, and contributes to an education aimed at
gender equality, emancipator practice of appropriate language use in songs, equal education and human rights for both male
and female, respect and solidarity in Nigeria and beyond.
Keywords : gender stereotypes, cultural songs, women and girls, language use in Nigeria, critical discourse analysis, CDA,
education
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