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Abstract : If we observe many modern cities from above, we are typically confronted with a sea of asphalt-clad flat rooftops. In
contrast to the modernist expectation of a populated flat roof, flat rooftops in modern multi-story buildings are rarely used. On
the contrary, they typify a desolate and abandoned landscape encouraging mechanical system allocation. Flat roof technology
continues to be seen as a state-of-fact in most multi-storey building designs and its greening its prevalent environmental
justification. This paper aims to seek a change in the approach to flat roofing. It makes a case for the opportunity at hand for
architectonically resolute, sheltered, livable spaces that make a better use of the environment at rooftop level. The researcher
is looking for the triggers that allow for that change to happen in the design process of case study buildings. The paper begins
by exploring Han Slawick covered roof terrace in Amsterdam as a simple and essential example of transforming the flat roof in
a usable, inhabitable space. It investigates the design challenges and the logistic, financial and legislative hurdles faced by the
architect, and the outcomes in terms of building performance and occupant use and satisfaction. The researcher uses a
grounded research methodology with direct interview process to the architect in charge of the building and the building user.
Energy simulation tools and calculation of running costs are also used as further means of validating change.
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