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Abstract : Violence against women has spread into a global epidemic. This has debilitating effect over the performance of
women. Due to deep-rooted values, traditional Indian culture women fear the consequences of reporting violence and declare
an unwillingness to subject themselves to the shame of being identified as battered women. Main interest was to study types of
domestic violence which women face and to encourage them to report the matter. The study involved understanding the
nature, extent and types of domestic violence. Two hundred rural women respondents were selected at random, interview
schedule was prepared, and victims afflicted with domestic violence were identified. Data were collected and analyzed for
different forms of domestic violence faced by women. 60% of the respondents faced domestic violence in different forms. Out of
120 women who were affected, 92.5% faced emotional, 90.8% faced verbal, 49.1% faced economic and 58.3% faced physical
violence. 45.0% faced violence within three months of the marriage. Out of these, only 6.6% reported the violence to the police.
Frequently faced forms of violence were slapping (27.1%), beating (24.3%) and starvation (25.7%). Number of women who
were not allowed to spend money of their own stood at 30.5%. About 50% victims of emotional violence were facing constant
criticism by  their  in-laws.  Significant  association  was  found  between  age,  education  and  socio-economic  status  of  the
respondents and domestic violence. Rural women in Haryana face grave problem of domestic violence which need to be curbed
for improving condition of women in society.
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