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Abstract : The aim of this paper is to analyze the twentieth-century Muslim philosopher Muhammad Iqbal’s philosophy of
action in the light of the main issues of contemporary philosophy of action. Iqbal is one of the most celebrated and eminent
figures of modern Islamic thought. However, a review of the works on Iqbal shows that most of the central concepts of his
philosophy have not received enough attention. His notion of ‘action’ in its philosophical context is one of these concepts. One
of the main characteristics of Iqbal’s approach is that he develops his discussion around the main themes of contemporary
philosophy of action, which includes ontological and conceptual questions regarding the nature of human actions. He also
discusses that action is the only way to develop human personality, and that the human being can only achieve immortality
promised by Islam through his actions. Therefore, while presenting an approach that can be read in the light of contemporary
philosophy of action, which has become one of the significant parts of modern philosophical discussions in the west particularly
since the nineteenth century, he, at the same time, develops his own philosophy of action in the light of Islamic resources.
Consequently, these two main characteristics of his discussion of the notion of action make his philosophy of action an
important contribution to contemporary philosophy of action, a field that ignores the discussions of Muslim philosophers on
action. Therefore, this paper aims at highlighting Iqbal’s contribution to the modern debate of action by analysing Iqbal’s
notion of action in the light of the contemporary issues of philosophy of action. This will, first of all, include an examination of
contemporary action theory. Although the main discussions of contemporary philosophy of action will provide the methodology
of this study, the main paradigms of Iqbal’s approach to the notion of action will also be considered during the examination of
the  discussions  of  philosophy of  action.  Then,  Iqbal’s  own philosophy of  action  will  be  established in  the  light  of  the
contemporary philosophy of action. It is hoped that this paper will cultivate a dialogue between Iqbal scholars and those
working in the field of philosophy of action, and that it will be a contribution to the fields of Iqbal studies, philosophy of action,
and intercultural philosophy.
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