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Abstract : Violence against women is the result of long-standing power imbalance between men and women and thus seriously
compromises  the well-being,  productivity  and contribution of  one half  the population.  The costs  incurred to  the family
especially  children  and  society  at  large  in  terms  of  physical,  psychological,  social  and  financial  losses  are  huge.  The
communities’ native to the state of Haryana in India is primarily patriarchal, burdened with age old regressive mindset under
the socio-cultural and religious structures which discriminates against women. Therefore it was important to bring to light the
issues affecting women in this region. Therefore this study focused on studying the consequences of crime on victim women
and their families. Two hundred women were randomly selected and out of those one hundred twenty, who were affected with
some kind of violence were interviewed. Data was collected and statistically analyzed for physical, psychological, inter-family
and societal consequences of violence on these women. Women reported physical injuries, gynecological problems, unwanted
pregnancies, frigidity, phobia and sexual dysfunction. 58.9% women felt decreased work efficiency. Psychological problems
encountered were anxiety, isolation, depression, suicidal tendencies. 66.7% respondents suffered from anxiety followed by
65.0% faced depression symptoms. At family levels, 40.0% respondents felt the atmosphere was unsuitable for children while
39.2% reported lack of interaction. The societal consequences reported were breakdown of interaction with friends and family
(44.2%) and resulting humiliation and demeaning remarks from others (38.3%). The impact of violence on women had an
adverse effect on children. 36.7% children felt responsible for abuse and powerless to stop it, 29.2% reported living with fear.
Concerted efforts are required to curb violence against women in Haryana.
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