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Abstract : Throughout the last decade developing countries have been undergoing substantial reforms to promote the
establishment of competition regimes, as consequence of the trade liberalization and the spread of a ‘competition awareness
movement’ across the globe. The legislative trend affected the whole Asia. Notwithstanding the existence of extensive joint
ventures, cartels and other collusive business relationships in this geographical area, almost all the countries have already
passed or are committed to enforce specific laws in the field. The study dwells into legal solutions adopted in the five sub-
regions in which the continent is commonly divided -i.e. Central, East, South, Southeast, and Western Asia- and, using a
comparative methodology, shed lights on the main differences and similarities in place. The final outcome of the analysis is
that, despite the undeniable divergences of approach, what links together the legislation in force in the region is the unveiled
influence exercised by the European Union competition regulation. Consequently, in order to properly evaluate the deterrence
of the rule of law in the sector concerned, it is fundamental to scrutinize the major role played by the EU and its policy for the
evolution of pro-competitive practices in the continent.
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