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Abstract : Rape has become an epidemic in India. Rape becomes a repressive weapon, which used to make them silent or used
sometimes as a mode of punishment. Even for marrying above their status or for caste violation through a marriage of their
choice, women are sentenced for mass rape, and the retribution is done in the presence of her family and villagers. Dalit or
lower class women are brutally raped in a process of chastisement carried out by the upper class to keep the former always
under their feet. Even in police stations, women are raped so that, their wretched condition will compel them to blurt out the
truth. In a patriarchal society, for every trespass of woman, she is retaliated with a trespass into her body, which they think is
the finest fine she can pay, as they are still driven by Victorian morality and believe once ‘the jewel’ is stolen, it is stolen
forever. Even when the reports of brutal rapes comes out, those who are in responsible position also take the girls to task for
going out in inappropriate time. As it is elsewhere in the world, in India too rape is a destructive weapon used to destroy men
folk morally and psychologically, as they deem their honor rest in their protecting the purity of their women. During the
communal skirmishes, as it is evident from Gujarat and Muzzafar Nagar recently, women are subjected to mass rape so that
they can terrorize their men. Even women writers are threatened with rape for criticizing the maneuvers and manipulations of
political parties. This becomes possible because of the undue weight given to the chastity of women. This study intends to
analyze the nature of rapes occurring in India, including its use as a tool to establish and perpetuate the dominant position of
men in social power structures. The study reveals how society, media and literature have imbibed and spread the notion of this
sacred glass bowl which is the proud possession of men, the breaking of which steals them of their honor.
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