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Abstract : The paper presents a study carried out in 2015-2016 within the national scheme of research - VEGA 1/0106/15
based on theoretical research and empirical verification of the concept of intercultural communicative competence. It focuses
on the current  conception concerning target  languages teaching compatible with the Common European Framework of
Reference for  Languages:  Learning,  teaching,  assessment.  Our  research had revealed how the  concept  of  intercultural
communicative  competence  had  been  perceived  by  secondary-school  teachers  of  English  in  Slovakia  before  they  were
intensively trained. Intensive workshops were based on the use of both authentic and instructional materials with the goal to
support interculturally oriented language teaching aimed at challenging thinking. The former concept that supported the
development of the students´ linguistic knowledge and the use of a target language to obtain information about the culture of
the country whose language learners were learning was expanded by the meaning-making framework which views language as
a typical means by which culture is mediated. The goal of the workshop was to influence English teachers to better understand
the concept of intercultural communicative competence, combining theory and practice optimally. The results of the study will
be presented and analysed, providing particular recommendations for language teachers and suggesting some changes in the
National Educational Programme from which English learners should benefit in their future studies or professional careers.
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