
An Examination of the Effectiveness of iPad-Based Augmentative and
Alternative Intervention on Acquisition, Generalization and Maintenance of

the Requesting Information Skills of Children with Autism
Authors : Amaal Almigal
Abstract : Technology has been argued to offer distinct advantages and benefits for teaching children with autism spectrum
disorder (ASD) to communicate. One aspect of this technology is augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) systems
such as picture exchange or speech generation devices. Whilst there has been significant progress in teaching these children to
request their wants and needs with AAC, there remains a need for developing technologies that can really make a difference in
teaching them to ask questions. iPad-based AAC can be effective for communication. However, the effectiveness of this type of
AAC in teaching children to ask questions needs to be examined. Thus, in order to examine the effectiveness of iPad-based AAC
in teaching children with ASD to ask questions, This research will test whether iPad leads to more learning than a traditional
approach picture and text cards does. Two groups of children who use AAC will be taught to ask ‘What is it?’ questions. With
the first group, low-tech AAC picture and text cards will be used, while an iPad-based AAC application called Proloquo2Go will
be used with the second group. Interviews with teachers and parents will be conducted before and after the experiment. The
children’s perspectives will also be considered. The initial outcomes of this research indicate that iPad can be an effective tool
to help children with autism to ask questions.
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