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Abstract : While Colombian’s society has changed, the way that Colombian’s civil society participates has changed too. Thus,
the social movements as a form of participation should be research to understand as the society structure as the groups’
interactions. In fact, in the last decades, the social movements in Colombia have been transformed in three categories: actors,
spaces, and demands. For this reason, it is important to know from what perspectives have been researched this topic, allowing
to recognize an epistemological and ontological reflections of it. The goal of this research has been characterizing the social
movements of Cali – Colombia between 2002 and 2016. Cali is the southwest largest Colombian city; for this reason, it could be
considered as a representative data for the social dynamic of the region. Qualitative methods as documental analysis have been
used,  in  order to  know the way that  the research on social  movements has been done.  Thus taking into account  this
methodological technique, it has been found the goals that are present in most of the studies, which represents what are the
main concerns around this topic. Besides, the methodology more used, to understand the way that the data was collected, its
problems and its advantages. Finally, the ontological and epistemological reflections are important to understand which have
been the theory and conceptual approach of the studies and how its have been contextualized to Cali, taking into account its
own history.
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