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Abstract : In the Scandinavian cities, there is a raised focus on the potential of using urban agriculture in city development,
both as a tool for handling challenges provoked by climate change and to develop new, and stronger social communities.
During the last couple of years, Copenhagen has experienced an increase in extreme weather resulting in dramatical floods
with huge humanitarian and economic consequences. As an approach for climate adaption and mitigation the government has
made a strategy for changing a significant amount of the cities hard surfaces into green and absorbing surfaces. Including
urban farms and gardens. In close collaboration with the municipality, it has been possible to implement citizen-run gardens
under the different concepts climate adaption and food literacy. Like other European cities, Copenhagen has a historical
tradition of small-scale farming for food security inside the city, and in the outskirts of the urban area. Lately, this tradition has
gotten new relevance, and new initiatives are popping up. In addition to providing local food, the urban farm becomes a semi-
public, semi-private room that invites to community and integration across ethnicity, social background, and age. The direct
interaction in the process of farming creates a connection between the urban and the rural and are educational for people
growing up and living their whole life in the dense city. In the paper, three local example models of urban agriculture are
presented,  and the experiences of  their  potential  as  tools  for  developing social  and environmental  sustainable  cities  is
examined.
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