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Abstract :  Non-governmental  organizations have been seemed to  struggle  the battle  of  balancing many concerns with
corporates which may impact on their financial solvency. Some of these concerns relates to uphold the relationship where
weighing up the impacts of their involvement with corporates takes priority over the main purpose of creating valuable impacts
for communities. To some extent, it can be argued that NGOs are influenced by corporates’ power to tackle contemporary
issues rather than eradicating the root causes of such issues and transform the results into more sustainable manner. NGOs
spend massive amount of energy, time and resources in order to move some corporates to embrace their social responsibilities.
It has become a norm, where an active NGO that is becoming more successful on building partnerships with corporates is
perceived to be more socially responsible. In contrast to this, as some researchers argue that the social responsibility for NGOs
is not a voluntary act; they must exhibit the core values in all their practices require much attention to address. This article
stresses the need of understanding ‘Social Responsibility’ of NGOs that stem from an argument that NGOs tend to act on
narrow mandate rather than considering broader outcomes of their CSR initiatives. This paper argues that NGOs must focus on
building capabilities of the recipients from CSR initiatives which should serve as a core value of partnerships mandate between
NGOs, Corporates and Governments. We argue that SEN’s Capabilities Approach can further enhance the mainstream CSR
agenda of NGOs which seems to incline more towards providing palliative solutions to social issues.
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