
Parental Discourse on Childhood Vaccination Programme: A Case Study
Authors : Tengku Farah Petri Tengku Mahmood, Shameem Rafik-Galea, Zalina Mohd Kasim, Norlijah Othman
Abstract : Childhood vaccination programme is mandatory in Malaysia. However, the decision to vaccinate or not vaccinate
children is still left to the parents. Presently, there are parents who are opting out of vaccination claiming that it causes autism
and other chronic disorders despite inconclusive evidence. There appears to be a dangerous trend among some Malaysian
parents to not vaccinate their children and to not participate in the childhood vaccination programme. This study presents
preliminary findings of parental discourse on childhood vaccination programme through the perspective of the Integrated
Threat Theory. An in-depth interview was carried out to investigate a parent’s concern of the effects of childhood vaccination
on children. A thematic discourse analysis was used to analyse the transcribed data. The emerging themes based on the
analysis and their relevance to our understanding of a parent’s concerns of the effects of childhood vaccination on children are
discussed.
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