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Abstract : This study aims at examining the effects of item wording effects on the factor structure of the University of
California, Los Angeles (UCLA) Loneliness Scale: gender, age, and marital status differences. A total of 2374 persons from the
UAE participated,  representing  six  different  populations  (teenagers/elderly,  males/females,  and  married/unmarried).  The
results of the exploratory factor analysis using principal axis factoring with (oblique) rotation revealed that two factors were
extracted from the 20 items of the scale. The nine positively worded items were highly loaded on the first factor, while 10 out
of the 11 negatively worded items were highly loaded on the second factor. The two-factor solution was confirmed on the six
different populations based on age, gender, and marital status. It has been concluded that the rating of the UCLA scale is
affected by a response style related to the item wording.
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