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Abstract : The tropical rainforest of Malaysia is known for its rich biological diversity and high endemicity. The potential for
these forests to hold the cure for many diseases and illnesses is high and much is yet to be discovered. This study explores the
richness of the tropical rainforest of Endau-Rompin National Park in Johor, Malaysia in search of plants traditionally used by
the indigenous people in the treatment of malaria and malaria-like symptoms. Seven species of plants were evaluated and
tested for antiplasmodial activities. Different plant parts were subjected to methanolic and aqueous extractions. A total of 24
extracts were evaluated by histidine-rich protein II (HRP2) assay against K1 strain of Plasmodium falciparum chloroquine-
resistant. Ten extracts showed significant inhibition of the growth of P. falciparum. Phytochemical screening of the same
extracts  revealed the presence of  alkaloids,  flavonoids,  terpenoids  and anthraquinones.  This  study affirms that  tropical
rainforests may still hold undiscovered cures for many diseases and illnesses that have inflicted millions of people worldwide.
The species studied herein have not known to have been studied elsewhere before.
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