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Abstract : Geographically, Padang Panjang Regency which located in the heart of Western Sumatra has great potentials for
the  tourism  industry.  However,  these  potentials  have  not  been  strategically  developed  for  increasing  local  economic
development  and people's  welfare.  The purpose  of  this  research is  to  design the  strategy  of  sustainable  tourism area
development using Strategic Assumption Surfacing and Testing (SAST) and Exponential Rank Method (ERM). Result study
showed, there are four aspects which importance and certainly for developing tourism area destination in Padang Panjang
Regency; (1) tourist information center and promotion, (2) regional cooperation development; (3) minangese center as a center
of excellence; and (4) building the center of the public market. To build an attractive tourist area required action plan includes
the  construction  of  an  information  center,  center  of  excellence  of  minangese,  and  tourist  infrastructure;  and  public
participation is a key success factor for ensuring sustainability of tourism development in Padang Panjang Regency.
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