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Abstract : Drought poses an enormous global threat to sustainable development and is expected to increase with global
climate change. Drought and desertification are major problems in Yobe State (north-east Nigeria). This investigation aims to
develop a workable framework and management tool for drought mitigation in Yobe State. Mixed methods were employed
during the study and additional qualitative information was gathered through Focus Group Discussions (FGD). Data on socio-
economic impacts of drought were thus collected via both questionnaire surveys and FGD. In all, 1,040 questionnaires were
distributed to farmers in the State and 721 were completed, representing a return rate of 69.3%. Data analysis showed that
97.9% of respondents considered themselves to be drought victims, whilst 69.3% of the respondents were unemployed and had
no other means of income, except through rain-fed farming. Developing a viable and holistic approach to drought mitigation is
crucial,  to  arrest  and hopefully  reverse environment  degradation.  Analysed data will  be  used to  develop an integrated
framework for drought mitigation and management in Yobe State. This paper introduces the socio-economic and environmental
effects of drought in Yobe State.
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