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Abstract : The study which is work in progress examines the opportunities and challenges for universities in Africa in
addressing climate change issues in their programmes. Specifically, the study attempts to examine the current academic,
research and community engagement programmes on climate change implemented by the Universities; the key challenges
faced by the implementing units in carrying out these programmes and; the success factors that would support universities to
adequately address climate change issues in their programmes. The researcher adopted a qualitative comparative case study
design with Makerere University (Uganda) and University of Dar es Salaam (Tanzania) as comparative cases. Data will be
collected using semi-structured in-depth interviews, Focus Group Discussions (FDGs) and Document review. A total of 12 semi-
structured in-depth interviews and 4 Focus Group Discussions will be undertaken, collecting data from 36 respondents in both
Uganda and Tanzania. The data will be analyzed using content and thematic analysis methods with the help of Nvivo software.
The findings are envisaged to make a significant contribution to scholarly literature on climate change education and the role
of higher education in addressing climate change issues, inform policy making in the sector and development planning to
strengthen the academic, research and community engagement programmes on climate change by universities in Africa. The
implications of the findings may go beyond the focus on climate change but also other related sustainable development issues
incorporated in academic and research programmes of universities in Africa. The results may enable universities to re-think
their approaches and practices and also deal with challenges effectively in addressing climate change related issues in their
programmes.
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