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Abstract : An investigative approach has been made to study the quality of living prevailing in the squatter slums of Karachi
city that is influencing the urbanization trends and environmental degeneration of built environment. The paper identifies the
issues and aspects that have directly and indirectly impacted the degeneration owing to inadequate basic infrastructural
amenities, substandard housing, overcrowding, poor ventilation in homes and workplaces, and noncompliance with building
bye-laws and regulations, etc. Primarily, secondary data has been critically examined and analyzed which was however not
limited to census data, demographic / socioeconomic data, official documents and other relevant secondary data were obtained
from existing literature and GIS. It is observed that the poor and sub-standard housing / living quality have serious adverse
impacts on the environment and the health of city residents. Hence strategies for improving the quality of built environment for
sustainable living are mandated. It is, therefore, imperative to check and prevent further degradation and promote harmonious
living and sustainable urbanization.
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