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Abstract : Cervical cancer is preventable if detected early. Determination of risk factors is essential to plan screening
programmes to prevent the disease. To study the demographic risk factors of cervical cancer among Manipuri women,
information on age, marital status, educational level, monthly family income and socioeconomic status were collected through a
pre-tested interview schedule. In this study, 64 incident cases registered at the RT Dept, RIMS (Regional Institute of Medical
Sciences), Imphal, Manipur, India during 2008-09 participated. Data were entered in Microsoft Excel and the results were
expressed in percentages. Among the 64 patients with cervical cancer, 56 (88.9%) were in the age group of 40+ years. The
majority of the patients were from rural areas (68.75%) and 31.25% were from urban areas. The majority of the patients were
Hindus (73%), 55(85.9%) were of low educational level, 43(67.2%) were married, and 36 (56.25%) belonged to Class IV
socioeconomic status. In conclusion, if detected early, cervical cancer is preventable and curable. The potential risk factors
need to be identified and women in the risk group need to be motivated for screening. Affordable screening programmes and
health care resources will help in lessening the burden of the disease.
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