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Abstract : The adoption of green infrastructure is nowadays encouraged as an essential measure of urban planning and
territorial development whenever it offers a better alternative, or is complementary, to current solutions. Green walls and
living facades often provide healthy alternatives to traditional grey infrastructures, offering many benefits for both citizens and
cities. Beyond the ability to improve environmental conditions and quality of life, they can augment the energy efficiency of
buildings, enhance biodiversity and deliver a range of ecosystem services such as water purification, reduction of the urban
heat island effect, improvement of air quality and climate change adaptation. For this communication, a systematic survey of
the existing green walls and living facades in Portugal was carried out. Different systems were analyzed and compared in terms
of dimensions, constructive solutions, vegetative species, maintenance necessities and environmental aspects.
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