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Abstract : In response to an identified need in the psychological literature for current research on topics related to same-sex
lived experiences,  the study aims to give knowledge about Non-mainstream Gay and Non-mainstream Lesbian, or those
homosexuals who do not conform with norms, in relation to courtship than to focus on heterosexuals’ courtship. Moreover, the
aim of this study is to explore the experience of courtship as it is mediated by the personal meanings that Non-mainstream
Homosexuals attribute to it. Also, a comparison of courtship between Non-mainstream Gays and Non-mainstream Lesbians
covers the study. A total of ten self-identified Non-mainstream gay and lesbian participated in the study and was interviewed
with an open ended question. Interpretative Phenomenological Analysis was used in the study to capture the quality and
texture of individual lived experiences. The results revealed similarities and differences in the lived experiences of Non-
mainstream Gays  and Lesbians  when compared.  The research findings  have found that  the  research participants  lived
experiences in relation with Courtship are somehow similar and only differ in terms of sexual attraction. Non-mainstream Gays
tend to follow a more sexual dating script while Non-mainstream Lesbians builds relationship through friendship or follows a
‘friendship’ script. Findings were compared with literature on dating and relationships with a large population of Gays and
Lesbians to identify points of consistency and inconsistency. The implication of the results and recommendation for future
researcher were given.
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