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Abstract : Land subdivision in most peri-urban areas of Kano metropolis is the entrenched prerogative of ‘KAFADA’ a group of
informal plot partitioners who oversee the demarcation of mainly previous farmland into residential plots popularly called
'awon igiya' for those in need. With time these areas are engulfed in the milieu of the rapidly expanding urban landscape and
form clusters of poorly planned settlements with tendencies to become future slums. This paper studies the practice of informal
land subdivision in Kano metropolis with emphasis on the practitioners, the institutional framework, and the demand and
supply scenario that sustains this trend as well as the extent of infrastructural development in these areas. Using three
selected  informally  planned  settlements  as  case-studies,  a  series  of  interviews  and  questionnaires  are  administered  to
'KAFADA,' residents and the state land officers to generate data in these areas. Another set of data was similarly generated in
three government subdivided residential layouts, and both sets analysed comparatively. The findings identify varying levels of
infrastructural deficits in the informal communities compared to the planned neighbourhoods which are seen to be as a result
of the absence of government participation and an informal subdivision process which did not provide for proper planning
standards. This study recommends that the regulatory agencies concerned register and partner with KAFADA to ensure that
minimal planning standards are maintained in future settlements.
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