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Abstract : In high-density informal settlement, extension area at the outside of the houses could primarily happen as a spatial
modification response. House extension in high-density informal settlement is not only becoming a physical spatial modification
that makes a blur zone between private and public but also supporting the growth and existence of informal economy and other
daily activities in both individuals and communities. This research took a case study in an informal settlement named Kampung
Cikini, a densely populated area in Central Jakarta. The aim of this study is to identify and clarify house extension as a strategy
in dealing with urbanization in an informal settlement. By using the perspective and information from housewives, the analysis
is based on the assumption that land ownership transformation and the activities in house extension area influence the
different kinds of house extension’s spatial modification and local planning policy in relation with the implementation of house
extension strategy. The data collection was done in four sites, two sites are located in outer-wide alley and another two sites
are located in inner-narrow alley. In this research, data of 104 housewives in 86 houses were collected through representatives
of housewives and local leader of each sites. The research was started from participatory mapping process, deep interview with
local leader, and initiated collaboration with housewives community in having a celebration as communal event to cultivate
together the issue. This study shows that land ownership, activities, and alley are indispensable in the decision of extension
space  making.  The  more  permanency  status  of  land  ownership  the  more  permanent  and  various  extension  could  be
implemented. However,  in some blocks,  the existence of  origin house or first  land owner also has a significant role in
coordination and agreement in using and modifying extension space. In outer-wide alley,  the existence of more various
activities in front area of the houses is significantly related with the chance given by having wider alley, particularly for
informal income generating activities. In the inner-narrow alley, limited space in front of the houses affects more negotiations
in the community for having more shared spaces, even inside their private space.
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