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Abstract : The present study aims to identify the factors responsible for the internal migration of students other than push &
pull factors; associated with the source region and destination region, respectively, as classified in classical geography. But in
this classification of factors responsible for the migration of students, an agency of individual and the family he/she belongs to,
have not been recognized which has later become the centre of the argument for describing and analyzing migration in New
Economic theory of migration and New Economics of labour migration respectively. In this backdrop, the present study aims to
understand the agency of an individual and the family members regarding one’s migration for higher education. Therefore, this
study draws upon New Economic theory of migration and New Economics of labour migration for identifying the agency of
individual or family in the context of migration. Further, migration for higher education consists not only the decision to
migrate but also where to migrate (location), which university, which college and which course to pursue, also. In order to
understand the role of various individuals at various stage of student migration, present study seeks help from the social
networking approach for migration which identifies the individuals who facilitate the process of migration by reducing negative
externalities of migration through sharing information and various other sorts of help to the migrant. Furthermore, this study
also aims to rank those individuals who have helped migrants at various stages of migration for higher education in taking a
decision, along with the factors responsible for their migration on the basis of their perception. In order to fulfill the above
mentioned objectives of this study, quantification of qualitative data (perception of respondents) has been done employing
through frequency distribution analysis. Qualitative data has been collected at two levels but questionnaire survey was the tool
for data collection at both the occasions. Twenty five students who have migrated to other state for the purpose of higher
education have been approached for pre-questionnaire survey consisting open-ended questions while one hundred students
belonging to the same clientele have been approached for questionnaire survey consisting close-ended questions. This study
has identified social pressure, peer group pressure and parental pressure; variables not constituting push & pull factors, very
important for students’ migration. They have been even assigned better ranked by the respondents than push factors. Further,
self (migrant themselves) have been ranked followed by parents by the respondents when it comes to take various decisions
attached with the process of migration. Therefore, it can be said without sounding cynical that there are other factors other
than push & pull factors which do facilitate the process of migration for higher education not only at the level to migrate but
also at other levels intrinsic to the process of migration for higher education.
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