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Abstract : The present study tried to make a general evaluation of the dissertations conducted in the last decade in the field of
art education in the Department of Fine Arts Education in the Institutes of Education Sciences in Turkey. In the study, most of
the universities which involved an Institute of Education Sciences within their bodies in Turkey were reached. As a result, a
total of a hundred dissertations conducted in the departments of Fine Arts Education at several universities (Anadolu, Gazi,
Ankara, Marmara, Dokuz Eylul, Ondokuz May:s, Selcuk and Necmettin Erbakan) were determined via the open access systems
of universities as well as via the Thesis Search System of Higher Education Council. Most of the dissertations were reached via
the latter system, and in cases of failure, the dissertations were reached via the former system. Consequently, most of the
dissertations which did not have any access restriction and which had appropriate content were reached. The dissertations
reached were examined based on document analysis in terms of their research topics, research paradigms, contents, purposes,
methodologies, data collection tools, and analysis techniques. The dissertations conducted in institutes of Education Sciences
could be said to have demonstrated a development, especially in recent years with respect to their qualities. It was also found
that a great majority of the dissertations were carried out at Gazi University and Marmara University and that a similar
number of dissertations were conducted in other universities. When all the dissertations were taken into account, in general,
they were found to differ a lot in their subject areas. In most of the dissertations, the quantitative paradigm was adopted, while
especially in recent years, more importance has been given to methods based on the qualitative paradigm. In addition, most of
the dissertations conducted with quantitative paradigm were structured based on the general survey model and experimental
research model. In terms of statistical techniques, university-focused approaches were used. In some universities, advanced
statistical techniques were applied, while in some other universities, there was a moderate use of statistical techniques. Most
of the studies produced results generalizable to the levels of postgraduate education and elementary school education. The
studies were generally structured in face-to-face teaching processes, while some of them were designed in environments which
did not include results generalizable to the face-to-face education system. In the present study, it was seen that the
dissertations conducted in the departments of Fine Arts Education at the Institutes of Education Sciences in Turkey did not
involve application-based approaches which included art-based or visual research in terms of either research topic or
methodology.
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