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Abstract : Despite the widespread movements towards democratization in most countries, women are still largely
underrepresented at most levels of governments, especially in ministerial and other executive bodies. This paper is going to
focus on the status quo of women political marginalization in Japan and the role social movements, feminist groups and
campaigns play in raising the number of female politicians in administrative decision making process. The paper will raise
some Japanese feminist groups such as ‘WIN WIN’ and ‘Q no Kai’ and other feminist groups as case studies. The study will help
in furthering the understanding of women political empowerment in Japan and the strategies of contemporary social
movements in raising the awareness of the importance of gender quota in the electoral system to be able to place new items on
the political agenda that reflect and address women's gender-specific concerns, values and experiences, and providing new
perspectives on mainstream political issues.
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