
Narratives in Science as Covert Prestige Indicators
Authors : Zinaida Shelkovnikova
Abstract : The language in science is changing and meets the demands of the society. We shall argue that in the varied
modern world there are important reasons for the integration of narratives into scientific discourse. As far as nowadays
scientists are faced with extremely prompt science development and progress; modern scientific society lives in the conditions
of tough competition. The integration of narratives into scientific discourse is thus a good way to prompt scientific experience
to different audiences and to express covert prestige of the discourse. Narratives also form the identity of the persuasive
narrator. Using the narrative approach to the scientific discourse analysis we reveal the sociocultural diversity of the scientists.
If you want to attract audience’s attention to your scientific research, narratives should be integrated into your scientific
discourse. Those who understand this consistent pattern are considered the leading scientists. Taking into account that it is
prestigious to be renowned, celebrated in science, it is a covert prestige to write narratives in science. We define a science
narrative as the intentional,  consequent,  coherent,  event  discourse or  a  discourse fragment,  which contains the author
creativity, in some cases intrigue, and gives mostly qualitative information (compared with quantitative data) in order to
provide maximum understanding of the research. Science narratives also allow the effective argumentation and consequently
construct the identity of the persuasive narrator. However, skills of creating appropriate scientific discourse reflect the level of
prestige. In order to teach postgraduate students to be successful in English scientific writing and to be prestigious in the
scientific  society,  we have  defined the  science  narrative  and outlined its  main  features  and characteristics.  Narratives
contribute to audience’s involvement with the narrator and his/her narration. In general, the way in which a narrative is
performed may result in (limited or greater) contact with the audience. To gain these aim authors use emotional fictional
elements; descriptive elements: adjectives; adverbs; comparisons and so on; author’s evaluative elements. Thus, the features of
science narrativity are the following: descriptive tools; authors evaluation; qualitative information exceeds the quantitative
data;  facts  take the event  status;  understandability;  accessibility;  creativity;  logics;  intrigue;  esthetic  nature;  fiction.  To
conclude, narratives function covert prestige of the scientific discourse and shape the identity of the persuasive scientist.
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