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Abstract : Today we live in a scenario in which letters share space with images on screens that vary in size, shape, and style.
The popularization of television, then the computer and now the e-readers, tablets, and smartphones made the electronic
assume the role that previously was restricted to printed materials. Since the extensive use of new technologies to produce,
disseminate, collect and access electronic publications began, the changes to reading has been intensified. To be able to read
online, it involves more than just utilizing specific skills, strategies, and practices, but also in negotiating multiple information
sources. In this study, different perspectives of digital reading are being explored in order to define the key aspects of the
term. The focus is to explore how new technologies affect how undergraduates’ reading behavior, which in turn, gives readers
different reading levels and engagement with the text and other support materials in the same media. There is also the
importance of the relationship between reading platforms, reading levels and formats of electronic publications. The study
looks at the online reading practices of about 100 undergraduates from a local university. The data collected using the survey
and interviews with the respondents are analyzed thematically. Findings from this study found that both digital and traditional
reading are interrelated, and should not be viewed as separate, but complementary to each other. However, reading online
complicates some of the skills required by traditional reading. Consequently, in order to successfully read and comprehend
multiple sources of information online, undergraduates need regular opportunities to practice and develop their skills as part of
their natural reading practices.
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