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Abstract : Globalization has led to a worldwide competition for participation in markets of goods and productive factors, with
significant effects on transports requirements. The port industry has not been an exception to this event, in fact, it has received
increasing attention in recent years due to its crucial role on international trade. Because of this, the measurement of port
performance has become an important issue in transport policy. Port performance and port efficiency has been widely studied
in the last decades, resulting in noteworthy contributions to improving the industry competitiveness. In this paper, we aim to
present a review of the literature on port performance and the relation between this concept and transport policies. This study
has the objective to describe the approaches that have been developed in recent years, and especially those that include the
modeling of public policies. Finally, we highlight existing gaps in this field, as well as possible directions for future research.
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