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Abstract : For long, there has been a belief that a reader can easily comprehend a text if he is strong enough in vocabulary
and grammatical knowledge but there was no account for the ability of understanding different subjects based on readers’
understanding of the surrounding world which is called world background knowledge. This paper attempts to investigate the
reading comprehension process applying the schema theory as an influential factor in comprehending texts, in order to prove
the important role of background knowledge in reading comprehension. Based on the discussion, some teaching methods are
suggested for employing world background knowledge for an elaborated teaching of reading comprehension in an active
learning environment in EFL classes.
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