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Abstract : One of the most ancient and detailed legal codes proclaimed the Babylonian King Hammurabi during his reign in
the erstwhile Mesopotamian society, provides a fascinating account of the social and justice system of Babylon. The 282 laws
intricately carved on eight feet black stone stela serve as an important source of contemporary commercial,  family and
criminals laws. This paper attempts an inquiry into the contemporary relevance of this legal code to our current legal system.
An exhaustive study of one of ancient legal system based on a series of practical experiences rather than being founded on
mere theoretical ideologies can be assumed pertinent to the promulgation of practically viable laws in our country. The first
chapter of the paper focuses on law seven which established the rules of commerce and the role of government in overseeing
justice and honesty regarding the law of property. The second chapter deals with the laws of family, marriages, divorce and
adoption prevailing in the Babylonian era. The third chapter traces the earliest known history of criminal jurisprudence which
impregnated the principle of an eye for an eye. The paper is not merely a theoretical account of the Mesopotamian way of
living but a novice attempt to discover the roots of Indian laws in the ruins of the courtrooms of the Hammurabi Empire.
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