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Abstract : The present paper aims to examine the language processing of Chinese-speaking seniors with Alzheimer&rsquo;s
disease (AD) from the perspective of temporal cues. Twenty healthy adults, 17 healthy seniors, and 13 seniors with AD in
Taiwan participated in this study to tell stories based on two sets of pictures. Nine temporal cues were fetched and analyzed.
Oral productions in Mandarin Chinese were compared and discussed to examine to what extent and in what way these three
groups of participants performed with significant differences. Results indicated that the age effects were significant in filled
pauses.  The dementia  effects  were significant  in  mean duration of  pauses,  empty pauses,  filled pauses,  lexical  pauses,
normalized mean duration of filled pauses and lexical pauses. The findings reported in the current paper help characterize the
nature of language processing in seniors with or without AD, and contribute to the interactions between the AD neural
mechanism and their temporal parameters.
Keywords : language processing, Alzheimer’s disease, Mandarin Chinese, temporal cues
Conference Title : ICLPNM 2017 : International Conference on Language Processing and Neural Mechanisms
Conference Location : Singapore, Singapore
Conference Dates : July 04-05, 2017

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Cognitive and Language Sciences

Vol:11, No:07, 2017

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 C
og

ni
tiv

e 
an

d 
La

ng
ua

ge
 S

ci
en

ce
s 

Vo
l:1

1,
 N

o:
07

, 2
01

7 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/6

25
48

.p
df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 11(07) 2017 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/62548.pdf

