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Abstract : The paper reports findings of the study which examined under-five mortality rate among resource-rich countries.
Typically when countries obtain wealth citizens gain increased wellbeing. Societies with new wealth create equal opportunities
for everyone including vulnerable groups. But scholars claim that this is not the case for developing resource-rich countries
and natural resources become the curse for them rather than the blessing. Spillovers from natural resource curse affect the
social wellbeing of vulnerable people negatively. They get excluded from the mainstream society, and their situation becomes
tangible. In order to test this hypothesis, the study compared under-5 mortality rate among resource-rich countries by using
independent sample one-way ANOVA. The data on under-five mortality rate came from the World Bank. The natural resources
for this study are oil, gas and minerals. The list of 67 resource-rich countries was taken from Natural Resource Governance
Institute. The sample size was categorized and 4 groups were created such as low, low-middle, upper middle and high-income
countries based on income classification of the World Bank. Results revealed that there was a significant difference in the
scores for low, middle, upper-middle and high-income countries in under-five mortality rate (F(3(29.01)=33.70, p=.000). To
find out the difference among income groups, the Games-Howell test was performed and it was found that infant mortality was
an issue for low, middle and upper middle countries but not for high-income countries. Results of this study are in agreement
with previous research on resource curse and negative effects of resource-based development. Policy implications of the study
for social workers, policy makers, academicians and social development specialists are to raise and discuss issues of
marginalization and exclusion of vulnerable groups in developing resource-rich countries and suggest interventions for
avoiding them.
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